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— Added Attraction —

his grand home of 12 rooms was

built sometime before 1892,

exact date unknown. Several
small rooms at the upstairs back were
servants’ quarters and led down to the
kitchen. A unique water system allowed
water to be pumped to the attic to a
large holding tank, where it was
warmed for use in the house. The only
known early residents were a Joseph
Thomas, and later the Porter family.
The house features a grand staircase,
and two ornate fireplaces, leaded glass,
and stained glass windows.

For the housewalk, the parlour will
be decorated by Calico Heart of St. Joseph, the music room
by Pine Acres of Homer, and the stair, foyer and dining room
by Main Street Florist of Homer. The Historical Society will
have a computerized showing of old Homer homes in the
library of the house, along with a large picture of the house
as it looked in early days. The library will be decorated by

“The Castle” 304 East First Street, Homer, lllinois

Pine Acres. Fresh greenery for the doors will be provided by
Wilson Farms and Bruce and Jan Miller of Miller Aquatics.
All decorations will be for sale. Please park in back of the
house, and follow sidewalk to the east entrance. The front
entrance will not be open. Hours will be from 10:00 A.M. to
4:00 PM. Free Admission



WHITE'S

ACE

Hardware

133 South Main  896-2412

8:00 AM to 5:30 PM — Monday-Friday
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM — Saturday

PAINT & PAINTING SUPPLIES
HAND & POWER TOOLS
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

PLUMBING
GENERAL HARDWARE
HOUSEWARES

So much more than
just a hardware store!

» U.P.S. Shipping

* ROTO-Tiller Rental

» Wallpaper Remover

» Window & Screen Repair

* Keys Duplicated

* Pipe Cut to Length

* Pipe Threading

* Custom Paint Mixing

e Wallpaper Books

e Hunting & Fishing Licenses
* Special orders are always welcome!

L Quality-Goods- & -
Services Right Here
in Your Hometown!

-That's White's Ace

Hardware

Homer Community
Development Board

Stan Cato, President
688-2791, term expires 12/31/98
Tim Kirby, Vice President
896-2323, term expires 12/31/99
Kim Matthis, Secretary/Treasurer
896-2689, term expires 12/31/98
Jim Little, Liason,
896-2843, term expires 4/31/99
Dave Lucas, Advisor
896-2618, term expires 4/31/01

Spencer Ely
896-2099, term expires 12/31/98
Pat Varvel
896-2392, term expires 5/31/00
Norma Diel
806-2737, term expires 6/30/99
Tom Cotirell
term expires 11/1/01
Don Glenn
896-2776, term expires 5/31/00
Kelly Vetter
896-2224, term expires 1/1/01

Dave Reel
ferm expires 11/1/01
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HOMER & =% Nous & Views

Homer News & Views is your newsletter. Its content
and value depend upon each resident of the
Community. We are depending upon you for the  con-
tent of this newsletter. What this newsletter becomes is
up to each of you. We need your help! If you have
anything you would like to contribute, please drop it off
at the Homer IGA or mail to the HCDB, P.O. Box 74,
Homer, IL 61849.

Notice: This newsletter is published by the Homer

Community Development Board to report items of

interest to the citizens of Homer. The information

included is intended to be accurate, but should not be
relied upon for legal or official purposes.

Heating, Air Conditioning,
Plumbing, Backhoe & Trenching
125 South Main St., P.O. Box 136, Homer, IL 61849

(217) 896-2222

HOMER News & Views
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1998
1997
Among the sources of
1996 revenue available to
I , municipalities is the return
1995 | - $4,672,712 / $46 of their share of collected
1 T State of Illinois sales tax
1994 [ $4,545,385/ — which amounts to
S S one percent (1%) of the
municipality’s gross
1993 taxable retail sales.
Graphed to the right is the
1992 taxable retail sales within
the Village of Homer for
1991 the past ten years and the
portion of sales taxes
1990 returned to the village by
the State of Illinois.
1989 )8 Shopping locally pays!
$0 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $50,000 $60,000

Numbers above represent: Taxable Retalil :

MARQUEE SIGN
KEEPERS

If you have a message to post on the Homer Lions Club
Marquee for events, please telephone the Lions
Members listed below with the information. If the list-
ed persons responsible for posting and removal of mes-
sages during the month shown are unavailable, please
contact K.C. Jones, sign chairman, at 896-2763.

Sign keepers for December 1998 are
D. Hodgson, 582-2315 and K. Krukewitt, 896-2195

Sign keepers for January 1999 are
K. Jones, 896-2064 and M. Baird 896-2008

Don’t Miss the Second Annual

“Christmas at [ lome”
JHousewalk

Saturday, December 5, 1998

Many homes open, their families
bidding you welcome

WNeals, refreshments and numerous activities

Be sure to pick up your brochure and
map at area businesses.

Come out and enjoy the warmth from
a wonderful day of festivities

Pecember1998————-




Homer Unit #290

embers reported 35 volunteer hours for the month
M of October. One member donated blood. The

blood center is in need of blood, so please take
time to donate!

We honored the teachers at the Homer Building during
American Education Week, November 15th through 21st,
with donuts.

Evelyn Cope reported $1,354.65 credit at Danville
Veterans Hospital so far this year. They are in need of winter
clothes, sweaters, sweatshirts, sweat suits, shoes (size 10 and
up), and nonalcoholic toilet articles. Please contact Evelyn if
you have any items that you wish to donate.

The unit made donations to Homer Brownie Troop, Fisher
House, and the Homer Food Pantry (in memory of departed
member, Phyllis Stevens).

We voted to participate with the ESDA on the storm shel-
ter. Lauri Umbarger will chair this committee and contact
members when needed.

We voted to sponsor along with the Legion and possibly
the S.A.L. the New Years Eve Party. Committee members
are: Cathy Lance, Chair; Donna Little, Chris Jones and Mary
Jane Burton.

The unit will once again be sponsoring the Angel Tree for
the Heritage School District. Trees will be located at the post
offices in Allerton & Broadlands, White’s Ace Hardware, and
Don’s Marathon. We will also have a tree located at the post
home during the Christmas Walk on Dec. 5th. Anyone wish-
ing to make a donation, should contact Chris Jones or Lauri
Umbarger.

Cathy Lance, Children and Youth Chair, reported that she
distributed Safe Halloween brochures to the K- 2 classes in
Homer and K-1st in Broadlands.

Lauri Umbarger, Education Chair, reported that she has
received the scholarship information. She will take to the
Heritage High School. The unit made a donation to the
Education Fund so that we could sponsor any applicants,

should we have any. She also reported that we served 44 at
the Phyllis Stevens’ funeral dinner. Thanks to all who donated!

Lori Rushing, Girls State Chair, reported that Ilini Girls
State will once again be held at Eastern [llinois University -
June 20-26th. Information will be going out to the high
school soon.

Deb Happ, Jr. Activities Chair, reported that the junior
members decorated for the Halloween Party. She is working
with the Juniors to plan a special program to be presented at
the Homer Elementary School by the Junior members in the
Spring. She is also in need of a jigsaw puzzle with a flag
prominently displayed to be used with the Juniors. Please
contact her if you have one that she could borrow.

Susan Burton, Membership Chair, reported that we only
have 59 members that have paid their dues. If you have not
paid yours, you will be receiving a reminder. Please pay your
dues to Susan ASAP!

Past President’s Parley Chair, Chris Jones, reported that
the department is in need of donations for their nurses schol-
arship program. The unit purchased the PPP raffle tickets as
well as made a donation to the PPP Nurses Scholarship
Program.

December is a busy month for our unit. At our December
meeting, each member is asked to bring one dozen cookies or
candy and a Christmas card to be divided up for cookie plates
for Sr. Citizens, shut-ins and service people from the Homer
area. Each member is also asked to bring a gift for the
Danville VA Hospital. Please wrap the gift and on a tag on the
outside, please tell what the item is and how much it was. We
receive credit for these items. We also voted to have each
member bring a nonperishable item to be donated to the
Homer Food Pantry as they are in need of food, especially
during the holiday season! Please search your cabinets to see
if there is anything that you could live without to help those
that are less fortunate than we are!

Deb Happ, Donna Little and Lauri Umbarger will be
doing a newsletter to members to keep them apprised on what
is happening, for those who cannot or do not attend!

David Roberts Upholstery
&

Furniture Repair

“Your old furniture will look new again”

306 S. Caroline
Homer, I1 61849-1403

217-896-2095

FIRST NATIONAL
BANK OF HOMER

896-2423
M E M B E R
F. D. 1. C.

HOMER News & Views



Mr. & Mrs. Don Gordon
Casey & Rebecca King
Christy Knox
Bill & Janet Markel
Ted & Rebecca Powers
Mary Prahl
Kenneth Robertson
Christopher Scott
Dona Taylor

e ]

LORI'S HAIRDESIGN
Sramily Hair Care
606 E. First Street
Homer, lllinois 61849
Phone (217) 896-2260

LORI RUSHING
Operator Owner

Are you ready for Christmas? We're ready to help. Check
out our Christmas books — recipes, craft instructions, deco-
rating and gift ideas. Try a Christmas novel from our display.
In the hustle and bustle of the day, take a few minutes for a
cup of coffee or hot tea and a good book to help you relax and
contemplate the season. What is the meaning of Christmas,
anyway?

As part of the continuing education program your librari-
ans participate in, Sheri Burns has attended a three-session
course in storytelling at the University of Illinois with Janice
Del Negro, a well-known storyteller. Watch for details of pro-
grams that Sheri has planned for the new year.

Chris’s Quick Pick — Cordelia Underwood by Van Reid.
This is a “charming book,” as one patron recently described
it. Set in turn of the century coastal Maine, Cordelia sets out
to view her inheritance of wilderness land and solve a family
riddle, along the way encountering the Pickwickian Tobias
Walton, three hapless bachelors, buried treasure and those
who would steal it, and romance, but not with whom she
expected it.

Many thanks to all of you who have donated books and
magazines in the past year. We have added many of them to
our collection. Some of your donations were sold at our book
sale, helping to fund our children’s programming.

T
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Furniture

& Cabinets -

» Cabinet Refacing
» Custom Kitchens

» Custom Furniture
* Fine Woodworking
* Hand-Crafted

109 E. First Street
Homer IL 61849

(217) 896-2505 with Premium
Woods
Spencer Ely, Owner
i |

> ¢ X
MATTHIS PLUMBING
JEFF MATTHIS

Licensed Plumber

Home
896-2689

License
#058-124785

MosIoN"”

DRIVE TRAIN SPECIALIST
Aaron Finley, Owner
305 North Main
Homer, lllinois 61849
217-896-2635

ASE & ATRA MASTER TECH

DON’S AUTOMOTIVE

MARATHON
®

202 North Main Street
Homer, lllinois 61849

24 Hour Towing

PARTS AND SERVICE « COMPLETE AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

1-888-DONS TOW

December 1998




ATTORNEYS

Nolan “Bud” Cravber
Attorney
896-2214
128 S. Main Street
Homer, I 61349

Marilyn K. Lee
Attorney
896-2379
999CR, 2500E
Homer, 1L 61849

AGRICULTURAL

Allerton Supply Company
896-2522
1053 CR,, 2600 E.
Homer, IL. 61849

Homer Elevator
896-2494
P.O. Box 138
Homer, I 61849

Pioneer Seed Company,
896-2839
2546 CR. 1050 N.
Hormer, IL 61849

Vineyard Seed Company
896-2361
2314 CR. 1050 N.
Homer, IL. 61349

Wolf Grain Systems
896-2192
2761 CR. 1100 N.
Homer, IL 61849

AUTOMOTIVE

Deke Denney Race Cars
Auto, Truck & High
Performance 896-2119
100 E. First St.

Homer, I1. 61849

Don's Automotive & Towing
896-2817
202 N. Main St.
Homer, IL 61849

Forward Motion Drive Train
Specialist

896-2635

305 N. Main St.

Homer, IL 61849

Happ Performance Shop
896-2709
6737 Vermillion West Road,
Homer, IL. 61849

Homer Automotive
896-2028

302 S. Main St.
Homer, 1L 61849

BUSINESS/OTHER
Jim Bell/T-Shirt Printing
896-2018
PO. Box 104
" Homer, IL 61849
Cilco
806-2628
P.O. Box 109
Homer, IL 61849

Chris' Lawn Service
217-896-2225
2717 CR, 1250 North
Homer, 1L, 61849

D & D Driveway Seal Coating
896-2162
9231 Vermillion W. Rd.
Homer, IL 61849

Easton Cable Systems
896-2302
Boring, Backhoe & Trenching
Ogden, IL 61859

Ely Furniture & Design
896-2505
2611 CR. 1025 N.
Homer, I1. 61849

First National Bank
896-2423
134 S. Main St.
Homer, IL 61849

Fish Insurance Agency
806-2214
P.O. Box 167
Homer, IL 61849

The Gamer’s/War Games
896-2145
500 W. Fourth St.
Homer, IL. 61849

Harold's Welding/Fabrication
896-2512
203 S. Main Street
Hormer, IL 61849

Homer Auction
896-2262
112 S. Main St.
Homer, I1. 61849

Homer Car Wash
110 W. Main Street
Homer, IL. 61849

Jim's Bobeat Service/Jim Lacey

806-2747
710 S. Church
Homer, I 61849

‘Kirby Funeral Home

806-2323
708 S. Main St.
Hormer, IL 61849

Main Street Flower Shop
896-2379
403 S. Main
Homer, IL 61849

Miller Aquatics/Health Club
896-2744
PO. Box 33
Homer, I1. 61849

P & PFloors & Sanding
896-2669
2512 Homer Lake Road
Homer, IL. 61849

Pelican Displays / Cabinets &
Woodworking

896-2628

209 W. Crittenden St.

Homer, IL, 61849

RocketR & D

896-3041
207 N. Main Street
Homer, IL 61849

Renaissance Studios
896-2763
502 W. 4th, PO. Box 165
Homer, IL 61849

Salt Fork River Preserve
896-2733
2573 S. Homer Lake Road
Homer, 1L 61849

Southern Ag Equipment, Inc.
Farm Equipment
896-2442
2723ACR. 1250 N.
Homer, IL 61849

Testing Components, Inc.
imals
896-2649
10923 Vermillion West Road
Homer, IL. 61849

This and That
Harley Rogers
896-2527
Homer, IL 61849

Topline Farm/Horse Boarding
896-2691
2455 CR. 1050 N.
Homer, IL 61849

Uncle Boonie’s Bait Shop
896-2619
402 W. First St.
Homer, IL 61849

White’s Ace Hardware
896-2412
133 S. Main St.
Homer, IL. 61849

Alan Wienke Auto & Truck
Detailing

896-2387

2599 CR. 700 N.

Homer, 11, 61849

Wienke’s Shoe Repair
896-2514
122 S. Main St.
Homer, IL. 61849

Wolf Realtors
896-2253
606 W. Third
Homer, IL 61849

CHURCHES

Church of Christ
896-2332
500 E. Second St.
Homer, IL. 61849

Preshyterian Church
896-2533
201 N. Main St.
Homer, 1. 61849

St. Charles Borromeo
Catholic Church
896-2021
110 S. East St.
Homer, I1. 61849

United Methodist Church

896-2038
301 S. Main St.
Homer, IL 61849

FOOD

Allen’s Meats
896-2532
2 miles North of Homer
on Route 49

Dave’s Pizza
896-2123
123 S. Main St.
Homer, IL. 61849

Homer IGA
896-2411
103 S. West St.
Homer, IL 61849

ELECTRICAL

A.C. Electric
806-2768
401 W. First St.
Homer, IL. 61849

Do-All Electric Company
896-2619
402 W. First St.
Homer, IL 61849

Dons’ Electric
896-2197
210 N. Ellen St.
Homer, 11, 61849

GASOLINE

Don’s Marathon
896-2817
202 N. Main St.
Hormer, 1L 61849

United Fuel Company
Don Clem
806-2344
310 S. Main St.
Homer, IL

HAIR CARE

Danny’s Barbershop
896-2048
103 West First St.
Homer, IL 61849

Lori’s Hairdesign
896-2260
606 E. First St.
Homer, IL 61849

HEALTH CARE

Driscoll Pharmacy
896-2434
131 S. Main St.
Homer, IL 61849

Dr. Mahindra Patel
Medical Clinic 896-2491
210 N. Main St.,

Homer, I1. 61849

ORGANIZATIONS

Homer Masonic Lodge
104 E. Wabash St.
Homer, IL 61849

Homer Lions Club
c/o Secretary
604 W. 3rd St.
Homer, IL 61849

American Legion Post 290
P.O. Box 134
Homer, IL

PLUMBING &
HEATING

James Plumbing & Heating
896-2256
208 E. Monroe St.
Homer, IL, 61849

Matthis Plumbing, Inc.
896-2689
945 CR. 2800 E.
Homer, IL 61849

Walefield Plumbing and
Heating

896-2222

P.O. Box 136

Hormer, IL 61849

STORAGE

Jeff & Kim Matthis
Indoor Vehicle Storage
806-2689
945 CR. 2800 E.
Homer, IL 61849

Store’n Lok
Mini-Warehouses
896-2411
103 S. West St.
Homer, IL 61849

TREES/NURSERYS

Hidden Acres Nursery
896-2738
2451 CR. 1225N.
St. Joseph, IL 61873

Ingram’s Nursery &
Landscaping
896-2621
1267 C.R. 2500 E.
St. Joseph, IL 61873

Wilson Farms
896-2160
2587 C.R. 1200 N.
Homer, IL 61849

Please contact
Kim Matthis at 896-2689
with changes, deletions
or additions to this
directory.

HOMER News & Views
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
IN HOMER

Farmer's Table Restaurant, $75,000. Jim Clingan Auction
& Realty, Inc. 469-2500.

Dr. Mark Faught's Dental office building, 840 sq ft, brick,
central air, 2 1/2 lots, adjacent to school. $39,000.
Wolf Real Estate. 896-2253.

The Bait Barn, 1.8 acres, 5 bedroom, 2700 square feet,
brick building, central air, 2 car attached garage,
1200 sq ft barn, 900 sq ft concrete floor shed.
$135,000. Wolf Real Estate. 896-2253.

The Card Shop, 105 S. Main St., $6,500. Janet Driver
896-2617

Homer Car Wash, 110 N. Main St., $20,000. Wolf Real
Estate 896-2253

Faye's Fashions, 109 S. Main Street, 1817 square feet
$39,900. Century 21 Real Estate

If you would like to list a business or building for sale in
Homer, please contact Kim Matthis at 896-2689 or Stan

Gel your

pharmaceutical

needs dat..

o DRISCOLL

PHARMACY
217-896-2434

131 South Main Street » Homer, IL 61849
Hours: Mon-Fri — 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM  Sat — 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

HOMER CHURCHES COOPERATING

It’s election time! The Homer Churches Cooperating at its
November 9th meeting recently elected officers for 1999.
Serving as president is David Burns, vice-president is J.L.
Penfold, treasurer is Betty Taylor and secretary is Jackie
Sturdyvin.

HOMER CHURCH OF CHRIST

The Homer Church of Christ held two special conferences
last month, “Re-tooling The Church For The Next
Millennium” and “The Dangers of the New Age Movement”.

God continues to move in so many awesome ways. The
month of December we have some special Christmas services
you are invited to attend.

First, a special Christmas cantata entitled “A Family
Christmas™ will be presented on Saturday, December 19th at
7:00 p.m. The choir this year is made up of all age groups,
from Kindergarten students through senior citizens. So what-
ever your age - you’ll enjoy this special evening. You are
invited to attend a Social Hour at 6:00 p.m. where punch and
cookies will be served prior to the cantata.

Secondly, on December 24th at 8:00 p.m. we will have our
annual Candlelight Christmas Eve Service. The whole com-
munity is encouraged to attend and to enjoy this special time
of the year as we celebrate Jesus’ birth.

We offer contemporary praise music, children’s church, an
exciting youth ministry for all ages and more. If you are look-
ing for a church home, be our guests this Sunday. Bible Study
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and Worship Celebration at 10:30
a.m. Call our church office at 896-2332 if you need more
information.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

On Saturday, November 14th we gathered at the church to
select Bibles and related books to be sent to several countries
in Africa. These are surplus for us and it is hoped they will be
of help there. The Cub Scouts have been using our basement
for their meetings. On December 5th the Cub Scouts and the
Boys Scouts will host a hospitality center here... stop by. The
Community Thanksgiving service was held at St. Charles.
On November 28th, we decorated the church for Advent and
Christmas. Holy Communion was celebrated November
29th, the first Sunday of Advent. A number of our people
helped in the Christmas at Home event on December 5th. A
candlelight service will be held on Christmas Eve... the com-
munity is welcome.

. Decemberd1998 .. _ .. . .. .. ..




ATTENTION
ALL BUSINESSES

Homer IGA has donated $50.00 to

the Food Pantry for much needed food.

WE CHALLENGE

ALL HOMER BUSINESSES TO
MEET OR BEAT OUR DONATION!

HOMER CHURCHES
COOPERATING APPOINTS
NEW COORDINATOR

The Homer Churches Cooperating recently accepted the res-
ignation of Betty Taylor as the Food Pantry Coordinator.
Betty had served as coordinator for the past 11 years when
the Food Panty was first established. Bill Mullins has been
appointed the new coordinator for the Homer Churches
Cooperating Food Pantry.

We thank Betty for the many years of commitment and
hard work and also thank Bill for the future work in the food
pantry and his assurance of a job well done.

Thanks to everyone for their support during our Chili-Bingo
dinner. Thank you to all those who donated food and their
time. Thanks also to those businesses who donated door
prizes and thanks to all those who came for dinner and bingo.
Thanks again to all!

As you might already know, Sidney now has a full time
Peace Meal program. This means we will be losing some
very loyal patrons. We wish Sidney the best of luck.

Now more than ever, we need the support of our Homer
seniors to keep the program in Homer alive. Our participation
has grown in the past six months. We need to keep up the
good work. If you have never been to Peace Meal, now is a
great time to try it. If you haven’t been in awhile, come back
for a visit. We are open Monday through Friday. We serve
lunch at 11:30 a.m. The program is open to all seniors age 60
and over. There is a $2 donation for each meal. Don’t get
cabin fever this winter, come up to the village hall for a good
hot lunch and visit with friends old and new. Home delivered
meals are also available to those who qualify. If you are inter-
ested or just want more information, please call Sharon
Jeffers at 896-2121 or 896-2668. Reservations need to be
made before noon the previous day.

Pentlum 11 350 MHz (100 Mhz Bus), 6.4 GB Western
Digital Hard Drive, 32 Speed CD Rom, 1.44mb Floppy Drive,
PC100 64mb SDRAM, AGP 4mb Video Card, Creative Labs
AWE64 Sound Card, US Robotics 56K Phone Modem,
Microsoft Intellimouse PS2, Microsoft Natural Keyboard,

15” monitor .28dp 1024 x 768 max resolution, Windows 98 installed.

(217) 896-2797

Only 31399

The perfect Christmas gift!

Built Here In Homer

Individual Computer Components Are Available At Great Prices:

Microsoft Intellimouse PS/2
Microsoft Natural Keyboard PS/2 § 38
Relysis 14” Monitor .28dp
Printer Cable 6’ Bi-directional $ 5
HP DeskJet 720c Printer

MEMORY - PC100 32mb SDRAM $ 43
- PC100 64mb SDRAM $ 83

- 8x32-60 32mb EDO Simm $ 52
HARD DRIVES - Western Digital 2.5GB  $116
- Western Digital 6.4 GB  $165

TROUBLESHOOTING! Is something wrong with your PC? Perhaps Windows 95 or 98 just needs a
few adjustments to make it operate like it should. Consuitant fees: $35 or bring it in for $25 per hour.

FREE Estimates. Call (217) 896-2797

UPGRADES T00!

$ 25! WOW
$127

$290

Prices are subject to change

HOMER News & Views



— BY Naomil ROBERTS

ER'S BUSINESS OF THE MONTH

Rocket R&D

ocket R & D, located at 209 N. Main
Ris owned and operated by J.R. Buck.

J.R.’s business is not a walk-in retail
business, but a manufacturer of rockets
which are sold through their catalog. The
rockets are based on missiles made by the
government and some missiles are even
painted, or have decals to make them resem-
ble the real thing. The rockets are construct-
ed of a crafted, paper tube, resembling a
heavy duty cardboard, with a smaller tube
inside which is the motor mount. At the tip
of the tube is a plastic nose cone and at the
tail are plywood fins for guidance. There are
also centering rings to center the motor tube.
J.R.s business sells everything but the motor
and nothing Rocket R & D sells is haz-
ardous. “These rockets are not like bottle rockets commonly
found on the fourth of July,” J.R. stresses. “You don’t light a
fuse to launch the rocket. A motor launches the rocket, and
the rocketeer is well away from the rocket when it lifts off
from its launch pad.”

Rockets can be small or as large as 18 feet in length. They
can travel as many as 14,000 miles into the atmosphere
before a parachute opens and sends them back to earth. J.R.
feels that in a few years amateur rocketeers will be able to
launch into orbit.

Rocketry is a sophisticated hobby, mainly for aduits, but
J.R. suspects most adults were hooked as teenagers, probably
watching small missile launches in Boy Scouts.

Rocket R & D is the third largest rocket business in the
nation. J.R. fills orders from all over the country. For a mini-
mal fee of $3.00, you can obtain one of her catalogs. J.R.
says you can put your name and address, along with your
check or cash in the box on the north side of the building and
she will send you a catalog. She specializes in rocket kits, but
also does custom orders.

J.R. is a member of a rocket club, and each year Rocket R
& D sponsors a rocket launch in Danville. They just finished
Danville 98 and look forward to Danville 99, which is tenta-
tively scheduled for the weekend of Halloween. If you want
to see a rocket launch before then, and learn first hand what
Rocket R & D does, you can go to the Tuscola airport. Twice
a month, even in cold weather, they launch rockets. Call
Rocket R & D for dates and times.

On a side note, J.R. is looking for a friendly farmer who
would allow her use of his farmland for a rocket launch. She
has insurance, so the farmer’s property would be insured if
damaged, but in all the years of Jaunching rockets, she has yet
to have any damage occur. She also believes in the old adage
that “When you borrow something, you should return it in as
good or better condition than it was when you borrowed it.”

All of you adults who are feeling bored and need some-
thing new and different to do, check out Rocket R & D’s web
page: www.rocketrd.com, or give J.R. a call at 896-3041. I'm
sure she can get you started in the great hobby of rocketry.

. December1998_______ . - DU




BY NoRrwmA DIEL

Christmas Ribbon Salad

2 (3 oz.) packages of lime gelatin

8 oz. package of cream cheese

5 cups hot water

1 1g. can crushed pineapple

4 cups cold water

1 cup whipping cream or cool whip (8 0z.)
1 (3 oz.) package of lemon gelatin
1 cup mayonnaise

1/2 cup min. marshmallows

2 (3 oz.) packages of cherry gelatin
1 cup pineapple juice

Dissolve lime gelatin in 2 cups hot water Add 2 cups cold
water. Pour into 9 X 15” pan. Chill until partly set. Dissolve
lemon gelatin in 1 cup hot water. Ad marshmallows and stir
to melt. Remove from heat and add 1 cup drained pineapple
juice and cream cheese. Beat until well blended and stir in
pineapple. Cool. Fold in whipped cream and mayonnaise.
Chill until thickened. Pour in layer over lime gelatin. Chill
until almost set. Dissolve cherry Jell-O in 2 cups hot water.
Add 2 cups cold water. Chill until syrupy. Pour over pineap-
ple layer. Chill until firm.

Easy Pecan Pie

1 package Butterscotch flavor instant pie filling

1 cup dark corn syrup

3/4 cup evaporated milk

1 egg slightly beaten

1 cup chopped pecans

1 unbaked 8” pie shell

Blend pudding mix with corn syrup. Gradually add evaporat-
ed milk and egg, blending well Add pecans and pour into pie
shell. Bake at 375 degrees until top is firm and just begins to
crack, about 45 minutes. Garnish with Cool Whip and addi-
tional pecans if desired.

Vinegar Pie
(Requested by a reader)

2 cups boiling water

3 eggs

1/4 cup vinegar

1 teas. lemon flavoring
1 cup sugar

1/3 teas. salt

3 tbsp. flour

3 tbsp. sugar

Beat egg yolks until thick. Add 1 cup sugar, flour and salt.
Mix thoroughly. Add boiling water slowly, stirring constant-
ly. Add vinegar. Cook over hot water until thick and smooth.
Add flavoring. Pour into baked pastry shell. Cover with
meringue made of egg whites and 3 tbsp. sugar. Bake in slow
oven (325° 20 minutes.

Correction for Homer Household, October Issue.

Under the CHICKEN AND DRESSING CASSEROLE
recipe, directions should have read:

““Mix 1-8 ox package of Stove Top chicken flavor stuffing
and 1/2 ¢ melted butter and 1 CUP HOT CHICKEN BROTH
together.”’

- The chicken broth was inadvertently omitted from the recipe.

A*K INSULATION

INDUSTRIAL ¢ COMMERCIAL
2703 W. Springfield, Champaign
352-1215

WIENKE'S SHOE REPAR |

122 S. Main Street
Homer, lllinois
896-2514
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(217) 896-2387
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—by STAN CATO, HCDB PRESIDENT

s another year draws to a close, I would like the res-
A idents of the Homer community to be aware of the

people on the Community Development board and
realize that this is a volunteer organization. These people
work many hours and attend meetings faithfully once a
month in your best interests. They are trying to make a better
place for all of us to live and work. As president, I try to thank
these people as much as possible, but a thank you from a res-
ident would mean a lot, so if you see one of the members of
this board, please extend a thank you to them for a job well
done.

Now on to the business at hand — accomplishments for
1998 and goals for 1999. We have just added two new mem-
bers to the board and would like to extend a hearty welcome
to Tom Cottrell and Dave Reel as new members with fresh
ideas. If anyone is interested in being the Secretary or
Treasurer for the CDB, please contact any CDB member.

Brochures are being printed for community charitable
contributions as a memorial and will be placed at the Kirby
Funeral Home.

The village board passed a handicap accessable ordinance
and are now enforced in front of the post office and the bank.
Thanks to the village board for their quick response to this
much needed ordinance.

A job bulletin board has been produced and placed in the
village hall by board member Kelly Vetter. This board is to be
used by local businesses in hopes of employing local people
for local jobs.

We just finished the Realtor’s brochure and it will be dis-
tributed to Realtor’s and the board of Realtor’s to be given to
people looking to relocate. Thanks to board member Don
Glenn for his work on this project.

Goals for 1999 are as follows:

* Downtown renovation and addition of new businesses

* Working with the town board in establishing a Tax
Increment Financing (TIF) district.

* Improve activities for Homer youth.

* Involvement of town residents on board committees.

* Work on the possibility of a farmers’ market.

* Investigate possibilities of a bike path to Homer Lake.

The CDB meets the second Monday of each month and all
residents are encouraged to attend.

The deadline to submit information for the February News
& Views is January 10th. You may drop off your information
at the Homer IGA, mail to the CDB, P.O. Box 74, Homer, IL
61849, or email “kim_matthis @rsmi.com”

The CDB would like to take this opportunity to wish each
and everyone a very Merry Christmas.

omer Homemakers Extension held a craft day on
HNovember 6th at the City Building. The day was

spent making handkerchief dolls and making pic-
tures using a “Scratch Art” technique. A Christmas tree was
decorated to place in the “Christmas Tree Lane” display for
the December 5th “Christmas at Home” celebration. Shirley
Miller gave the lesson “Character Counts!” Co-hostesses
were Betty Lacey and Lois Hockersmith.

In January the meeting will be at Norma Diel’s home, with
Bonnie Baird as co-hostess. The lesson will be “New Look at
Diabetes Diets.” Anyone is welcome to attend Home
Extension meetings at any time.

We hope you are making plans to attend the

“Christmas at Home” celebration on Saturday,
December 5th. It promises to be a fun day and a
Jull day of events, something for everyone. Get
your ticket for the housewalk at the City
Building, merchants or houses on the walk.
Come and enjoy the day. Merry Christmas!

HOMER

Open 7 A.M. - 9 PM. Daily

* Groceries, Meat & Produce
* Fresh Donuts — Baked Daily
* Video Rental
* Film Processing
* Rug Shampoo Rental
* Friendly Hometown Service

WE’'RE IN YOUR HOMETOWN!.
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Che Gamers

Quality Wargames since 1988

Wargame quality you can trust...
Service you can depend on...

What's Available:
Civil War Brigade Series
April’s Harvest, Champion Hill
No Better Place to Die, In Their Quiet Fields II

Tactical Combat Series
Force Eagle's War,
GD'40, Matanikau, Leros
Hunters from the Sky, Black Wednesday

Operational Combat Series
Enemy at the Gates (CSR Winner, Best WW2 Wargame 1995),
Tunisia, Hube's Pocket
Standard Combat Series
Afrika (CSR Winner, Best WW2 Wargame 1994),
The Ardennes, Yom Kippur, Stalingrad Pocket II

Napoleonic Brigade Series
Austerlitz, Marengo

THE GAMERS INC.
500 W, 4th Street
Homer, IL 61849

N \Y Free Catalo
o phone (217) 896-2145 e fax (217) 896-2880 = Toll Free 1-888-TGamers
hitp://www.eskimo.com/~graham/the-gamers.html
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NIRBY
Funeral Homes

708 S. Main Street, Homer, lllinois

896-2323

" Qua[ity Service with a Caring /‘thmo.cpﬁere"

Call us to arrange at-need and pre-need funeral services.
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Timothy L. Kirby, Owner/Director
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Branch Locations:
Fithian, lllinois Broadlands, lllinois
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